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Claims 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 further comprising an emergency 
warning mechanism configured to activate the transmitter for transmitting the at least one 
notification signal and to active a siren when the transmitter is activated. 

3. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 2, wherein the emergency warning 
mechanism comprises a control unit configured to activate the transmitter and the siren. 

4. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 2, wherein the emergency warning 
mechanism is controlled by a local authority, 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6 4-, further comprising at least one authority 
to activate the transmitter, the authority comprising at least one member of a group consisting of a 
municipality in which the specific area is located and a county in which the specific area is located. 

6. (Currently Amended) A system for providing notification of severe w eather, the 
system comprising: Th o o vatem of claim 1, wh e rein: 

a fee transmitter further io configure d tn transmit at least one notificatio n signal for the 
notification comprising type data indicating a type of severe weather and area 
designation data for a specific area comprising at least one m ember of a group 
consisting of sector data indicating a sector in which the severe w eather is expected 
and citv/countv data indicating a citv/cou ntv in which the severe weather is 
expected and to transmit a test signal at a regular interval; and 

a plurality of receivers each configured to receive and process the at least one notification 
signal and, if configured to cover an area co rresponding to the specific area 
identified in the area designation data, to cause an alarm to be triggered for thejtvne 
of severe weather for the specific area, wherein each of the receivers comprises a 
timer configured to time out in a period greater than the regular interval of the test 
signal, to generate a trouble alarm upon timing out, and to reset upon receiving the 
test signal. 

7. (Cancelled) 
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8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 11 wherein the receiver sector data for 
each receiver comprises a code for a location of the receiver. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 11 2, further comprising a control unit 
configured to active the transmitter and the siren. 

11. (Currently Amended"! A system for p rnvi^in^ n otification of severe wea ther for a 
specific area comprising: Tho sv o tom of claim 7\ wherein: 

a warning siren; 

a fee-transmitter farther ia configured to transmit a notification signal for the notification 
comprising weather sector data indicating the specific area in which the severe 
weather is expected and type data indicating a type of the severe weather and t o 
transmit a test signal at a regular interval; and 

gjluralitv of receivers in the specific are a tuned to a frequency transmitted bv the 
traTismitter, each programmed with rec eiver sector data corresponding to a 
geographic area and each configured to cause an alert to be triggered for the type qf 
severe weather if the weather sector data matches the receiver se ctor data, wherein 
each of the receivers comprises a timer configured to time out in a period greater 
than the regular interval of the test signal, to generate a trouble alarm upon timing 
out, and to reset upon receiving the test signal; 

wherein the siren and the transmitter axe activated bv an entity authorized to provide the 
notification for the specific area, 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for selective notification of severe weather for a 
specific area comprising: ¥he system of claim 12, wherein: 

a warning siren: 

2 #te transmitter further is configured to transmit at least one notification signal for the 

notification and to transmit a test signal at a regular interv al, the notification signal 
comprising sector data indicating the specific area in which the severe weather is 
expected and type data indicating a type of the severe weather : and 


3 


Or 141424Qv1 

PAGE VII * RCVD AT 5/23(2005 7:22:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/1 * DNIS:8729306 * C8ID: 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-10 


. . MAY. 23. 2005 6:26PM LATHROP & GAGE NO. 0485 P. 7 

PATENT 

Attorney Docket No. 390073 

a control unit configured to activate the siren a nd the transn^e^ in response to an 
y qflication of the severe weather for the specific area: and 

a plurality of receivers each configured to receive the notific ation signal and to cause an 
alarm to be triggered for the type of severe wea ther if the sector data indicates the 
receiver is to trigger activation of the alarm for th e specific area, wherein each of 
the receivers comprises a timer configured to time out in a period greater than the 
regular interval of the test signal, to generate a trouble alarm upon timing out, and 
to reset upon receiving the test signal. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 44, wherein: 

the area designation data comprises a code indicating the specific area, and the at least one 
receiver is located in the specific area, 

16. (ftmwitly Amended^ A method for selective notifica tion of severe weather for a 
specific area comprising the steps o£ 

¥ he s ystem of claim 15, further compriGing th e st e p ofi 

transmitting a notification siepal for the notification co mprising type data indicating a type 
of the severe weather and area designation data comprising a t least one member of a 
group consisting of sector data indicating a sector in which the severe weather is 
expected and citv/countv data indicating a citv/co mttv in which the severe weather 
is expected; 

receiving the notification si gnal for at l east one receiver and in response, causing a 

warning alarm to be triggered for the t vpe of weather if the at least one receiver is 

programmed with the area designation data: and 
transmitting, at a regular interval, a test signal? that prevents a trouble alarm in the at least 

one receiver from being generated if the test signal is received by the at least one 

receiver. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 16 44, further comprising activating the 
transmitter from an authority in at least one member of a group comprising a county in which the 
specific area is located and a municipality in which the specific area is located. 
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1 8. (Previously Amended) A receiver for receiving a notification signal of severe weather 
for a specific area and a test signal, the notification signal comprising type data indicating a type of 
severe weather and area designation data indicating the specific area of the severe weather, the area 
designation data for the specific area comprising at least one member of a group consisting of 
sector data indicating a sector in which 1he severe weather is expected and city/county data 
indicating a city/county in which the severe weather is expected, the receiver comprising: 

a timer configured to time out in a period greater than a regular interval within which the 
test signal is to be received, to generate a trouble alarm upon timing out, and to 
reset upon receiving (he test signal; and 

a decoder" configured to decode the type data to determine the type of the severe whether, to 
decode the area designation data to determine if the receiver is configured to cause 
an alarm to be triggered for the specific area in which the severe whether is 
expected, and, if so configured, to cause the alarm to be triggered for the specific 
area indicated by the area designation data. 

19. (Previously Amended) The receiver of claim 18, wherein the receiver is normally 
connected to an AC power source and a backup battery and can be powered down by 
disconnecting the AC power source and the battery, 

20. (Previously Amended) The receiver of claim 1 8, wherein the receiver is tuned to 
receive the notification signal from a transmitter that is activated by an emergency warning 
mechanism controlled by a local authority. 

2 1 . (Previously Amended) The receiver of claim 1 8, wherein the receiver is tuned to 
receive the notification signal from a transmitter that is activated with a warning siren by an 
emergency warning mechanism controlled by a local authority. 

22. (Previously Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the local authority comprises 
an authority in at least one member of a group comprising a county in which the specific area is 
located and a municipality in which the specific area is located. 

23 . (Original) A method for triggering an alann in response to notification, by a local 
authority, of severe weather in a specific area, the method comprising the steps of. 
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receiving the notification comprising a signal containing a system identification code, a 
type code, a city/county code, and a sector code; 

(a) checking the received system identification code to determine whether the signal is a 

valid transmission; 

(b) checking the received type code to determine whether the signal is a test signal or a 

severe weather warning; 

(c) continuing with step (h) if the signal is a test signal; 

(d) checking the received city/county code to determine whether the signal matches a 

corresponding pre-programmed code; 

(e) checking the received sector code to determine whether the signal matches a 

corresponding pre-programmed code; 

(f) generating a warning alarm if corresponding codes are found in steps (d) and (e), 

otherwise, ignoring the notification; and 

(g) generating a trouble alarm if the test signal has not been received within a 

predetermined interval; otherwise, 

(h) resetting a timer to the predetermined interval upon receiving the test signal to prevent 

the trouble alarm from being generated. 
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